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Children’s Hospitals

Children often have different health care needs than adults. They require more primary and preventive care and less hospital care. But when they are hospitalized, children require more intensive nursing care and other services. And when they are very sick, children require regional centers of care that can bring together all the specialists they need. In addition, children are disproportionately poor – nearly one in every two children at St. Luke’s depends on either Medicaid or charity care.

Children’s hospitals represent 1% of all hospitals, but for all children hospitalized in the United States, children's hospitals account for:

· 39 percent of admissions

· 49 percent of hospital days

· 59 percent of costs – $10 billion worth of care every year

Children’s hospitals care for the sickest children, the poorest children, and children with the most specialized needs. They provide primary and preventive care, acute and subspecialty care, rehabilitative, and long-term care.

St. Luke’s Children’s Hospital: A Hospital Within A Hospital

Boise serves as a regional referral medical center for nearly one million people – it ranges from Idaho’s urban and rural population to northern Nevada and eastern Oregon. In addition to a widespread and rapidly growing population, Idaho is one of the leading states in the nation in number of children per capita. Nearly 30 percent of our population is children under the age of 19. As the region has grown, comprehensive children’s healthcare services have evolved as well, creating a children’s hospital within a regional medical center.
St. Luke’s has successfully developed the elements of a children’s hospital, an acknowledgement to all who have cared for Idaho’s children since we opened our doors in 1902, and a validation of our commitment to the future health of the children in our region.

Wherever a child receives treatment at St. Luke’s, the expert skill of dedicated pediatric staff at the Children’s Hospital are there to provide the highest quality and compassionate care, supported by the full range of general hospital staff and services.

Depth of Services and Programs

Children are routinely referred to St. Luke’s by our physician colleagues locally, and regionally, for pediatric subspecialty services in cardiology, surgery, cancer, orthopedics, neurology, neonatal care, rare infectious diseases and many other disorders. Because many childhood diseases involve complex body systems and developing organs, their diagnosis and care often requires pediatricians, pediatric medical and surgical subspecialists and other pediatric focused resources (e.g. dentistry, rehabilitation, social work), working together as an interdisciplinary medical team. Specialized multidisciplinary teams can provide one stop for children and families at St. Luke’s Children’s Specialty Center for outpatient care; and dozens of different pediatric disciplines work together to offer the most sophisticated family centered hospital care on our inpatient units.

Along with highly specialized facilities and equipment developed uniquely for children, an exceptionally skilled and caring pediatric clinical staff are the core of our services. The NICU has more than 150 specially trained staff that work with our neonatologists in providing critical care to infants. The pediatric inpatient unit and the pediatric intensive care unit have more than 100 skilled staff fully trained in pediatric care.

St. Luke’s commitment to children’s services has enabled us to support a growing population, and a growing number of pediatric subspecialists that treat children. Thirty years ago there were no pediatric subspecialists in this area. Today, there are over 60 permanent and visiting pediatric subspecialists that call St. Luke’s Children’s Hospital their professional home.

St. Luke’s Pediatric Statistics (yearly figures)

· St. Luke’s treats more than 50,000 different children; providing services to more than 200 families each day

· 25% of St. Luke’s visits each day are for children

· Nearly 400 transports of children and infants, by air and ground combined

· CARES evaluated more than 700 children for suspected child abuse and neglect

· St. Luke’s MSTI treats approximately 300 pediatric patients, and 50 newly diagnosed children each year.

· Nearly a third of our Emergency Department visits are pediatric patients

· Nearly 6,000 babies were born and cared for in St. Luke’s Mother/Baby Care Units

· St. Luke’s NICU Follow Up Clinic evaluated the developmental progress of more than 100 infants and children who “graduated” from our NICU

· St. Luke’s Pediatric Hospital Days of care (rounded average/year):

· Pediatric Unit:  8,000 (2,500 Admissions)
· Pediatric Intensive Care Unit:  1,800 (600 Admissions) 
· Two Neonatal Intensive Care Units:  15,000 (1,000 Admissions)
· CSC (Children’s Specialty Center):  25,000 Outpatient visits 

· Pediatric Oncology:  2,400 Outpatient visits

· Pediatric Emergency Department:  35,000 visits at St. Luke’s Boise and Meridian  


· Pediatric Surgeries:  3,000; approximately 50% outpatient

Pediatric Departments/Units





Children At Risk Evaluation Services (CARES) – Child Abuse and Neglect



Neonatal Intensive Care

Newborn Nursery
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Perinatal Services

Children’s Specialty Center – outpatient sub-specialty and multidisciplinary pediatric care/clinics (e.g. cleft lip and palate, cystic fibrosis, endocrinology, metabolic diseases, clinical genetics, Myelodysplasia, pediatric surgery, gastroenterology, cardiology, neurology, behavior and development, etc.) 

Pediatric Emergency 

Pediatric Pre- and Post-Operative and Surgical Suites
Affiliations

St. Luke’s is also the only Idaho hospital affiliated with the 220 member National Association of Children’s Hospitals and Related Institutions (NACHRI), as a children’s hospital within a hospital.

St. Luke’s was the first Children’s Miracle Network (CMN) hospital in Idaho and is also the only CMN hospital in Idaho. Nearly $10 million has been raised through CMN since 1983. Our community has generously donated these funds to help us continually expand and address our children’s services mission. CMN’s hallmark is that all funds stay within the community in which they are raised, supporting children’s health care at St. Luke’s.

St. Luke’s embarked on a special capital campaign to raise funds for St. Luke’s Children’s Hospital in July of 2002. At the close of 2003, The Campaign for Kids had raised over $8 million to fund the construction of the new NICU, PICU, Pediatric Medical/Surgical and Pediatric Oncology units.  

St. Luke’s Pediatric History
1902
-
St. Luke’s opens, offering pediatric and maternity care

1950
-
First dedicated pediatric unit opens

1970 
-
St. Luke’s launches the state’s only Level III NICU and begins 

maternal/child transport service

1976
-
MSTI provides dedicated cancer care for children and their families

1978
-
Heart Institute creates the only pediatric cardiac program in Idaho 

1983
-
St. Luke’s joins Children’s Miracle Network to raise funds and awareness 

for pediatric healthcare programs

1983
-
Pediatric Rehabilitation created to meet the needs of disabled/ill children

1985
-
Birth & Parenting education classes are offered to the public

1989
-
CARES opens to serve victims of child abuse and neglect, the state’s first 

coordinated assessment center for physically and sexually abused and neglected children

1992
-
Certified Child Life Specialist program helps children and families adjust 

to the hospital experience

1993
-
New pediatric unit (23 beds), the largest in the state

1993
-
Only pediatric intensive care unit (PICU) in the state opens (6 beds)

1993
-
Immunization effort launched to protect kids from childhood diseases

2000
-
Children’s Specialty Center opens in March 2000, providing care for children with special health care needs. 

2002 
-
Expansion of St. Luke’s Level III NICU to 66 bed capacity. 
2003
-
St. Luke’s PICU expands to 13 beds.

2003
-
Pediatric unit expands to 33 private rooms and 6 pediatric oncology HEPA 

filtered rooms.

2004
-
Addition of two pediatric operating rooms with specialized pediatric 

Equipment

2004    -          Opened St. Luke’s Children’s Hospital school for K-12.

2005
-
Opening of St. Luke’s Pediatric Emergency Department

2006
- 
Expansion of OR to provide two additional pediatric operating rooms and 

dedicated pediatric pre-operative, recovery, and family waiting areas. 

Pediatric Disciplines: 
· Pediatricians

· Medical sub-specialty physicians (multi-disciplinary)

· Surgical sub-specialty physicians (multi-disciplinary)

· Pharmacy

· Child Life

· Social Work

· Pastoral Care

· Dietary

· Nursing

· Respiratory Therapy

· Care Coordination

· Physical Therapy

· Occupational Therapy 

· Speech Therapy

· Newborn Individualize Developmental Care and Assessment Program (NIDCAP)

· Child Maltreatment

· Masters Prepared Special Education Teacher 

“Caring for children and those who care for them”

with comprehensive, continuous, compassionate care.
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